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V.  AAU OFFICIALS DISTRICT 
THE AAU WRESTLING COMMITTEE WILL NOT TOLERATE ANY FORM OF VERBAL OR 
PHYSICAL ABUSE DIRECTED TOWARD ANY ATHLETE, OFFICIAL OR MEMBER OF THE 
EVENT STAFF PARTICIPATING IN AN AAU-SANCTIONED TOURNAMENT. THIS 
APPLIES TO COACHES, PARENTS, SPECTATORS, AND ATHLETES. THE 
TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE WILL REPORT ANY SUSPECTED OR REPORTED ABUSE 
TO THE PROPER AUTHORITIES.  

AN INVITATION TO JOIN  

Anyone interested in wrestling is invited to join the National AAU Officials District. There can 
be many interesting challenges and opportunities for those who select to become part of our 
officiating family. We view the roles of Officials and Pairing Masters at the AAU as our 
organization’s ambassadors.  

There are five (5) steps leading to varying degrees of involvement as pairing masters and 
officials. Each Participant should set his own goals and strive to the level that interests them 
most.  

CRITERIA FOR RATING REFEREE/JUDGES (RJ)  

STEP 1 -- LEVEL III  

To receive or maintain a Level 3 license, an official must register with the Officials’ 
Committee. 

STEP 2 -- LEVEL II  

To receive a Level 2 license, an official must:  

1. Be registered with the Committee for at least 3 months.  

2. Have worked at least 5 freestyle tournaments and 1 Greco-Roman tournament in the 
last year. 

3. Complete the clinic and work both styles of wrestling at either a national or regional 
tournament. 

4. Pass the national exam and be approved for Level 2 by the head official of the 
tournament.  

STEP 3 -- LEVEL II  

To maintain a Level 2 license, an official must:  

1. Maintain registration with the Committee.  

2. Work at least 7 freestyle tournaments and l Greco tournament each year. 

3. Complete the clinic and work both styles of wrestling at either a national or regional 
tournament each year, or maintain a FILA license and work a national or regional 
tournament every other year.  

STEP 4 -- LEVEL I  

To receive a Level l license, an official must:  
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1. Maintain registration with the committee, and have a Level 2 license for at least one 
year. 

2. Work at least 10 freestyle and 2 Greco-Roman tournaments each year.  

3. Complete the clinic, work both styles of wrestling, pass the exam with a grade of 80 or 
better and receive the approval/recommendation of the tournament head official.  

STEP 5 -- LEVEL I  

To maintain a Level l license, an official must:  

1. Maintain registration with the Committee.  

2. Work at least 10 freestyle and 2 Greco-Roman tournaments each year.  

3. Complete the clinic at a National tournament (Grand Nationals or AAU Junior Olympic 
Games), work both styles of wrestling at either a national or regional tournament once 
every three years, or maintain a FILA license and work a national or regional tournament 
every other year.  

CRITERIA FOR RATING PAIRING MASTERS  

The certification system currently being used for AAU Pairing Masters includes three levels 
with control points through the Head Pairing Master.  

Level III—Pairing Clerk  

Level II—Associate Pairing Master  

Level I—Senior Pairing Master   

LEVEL III 

1. Be proficient at all supportive functions in the pairing room such as drawing and setting 
up pairing sheets for first round, writing bout sheets, recording match results, and posting 
to wall charts.  

2. Work at least one complete AAU sanctioned tournament under the direction of a Level 
I or Level II Pairing Master.  

3. Pass a written test.  

4. Register as an AAU Pairing Master.  

LEVEL II  

1. Be proficient at all duties of a Level III.  

2. Be capable of training personnel in the duties of a Level III Pairing Master at training 
sessions and tournament clinics.  

3. Work at least one complete AAU sanctioned Age Group or Regional tournament under 
the direction of a Level I Pairing Master.  

4. While working the same tournament, demonstrate the ability to direct the total pairing 
process in one age division, including pairing of wrestlers, bout sheet control, and correct 
placement of all contestants.  

5. Show knowledge of the rules and disciplines of proper pairing.  
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6. Pass a written test.  

7. Register as an AAU Pairing Master.  

LEVEL I  

1. Be proficient at all duties of a Level II.  

2. Worked as a Level II Pairing Master at least one or more AAU sanctioned Age Group 
tournament, including one AAU sanctioned Sectional or District.  

3. Be capable of controlling the entire pairing room at an Age Group tournament, 
including the direction of Level II and Level III Pairing Masters.  

4. Be familiar with rules and disciplines necessary to conduct a tournament and serve on 
the technical committee in case of protest.  

5. Demonstrate ability to control the flow of an entire tournament by working in 
conjunction with staging, floor management, and the Tournament Director.  

6. Demonstrate knowledge of rules and methods of pairing by conducting training 
sessions and pre- tournament clinics.  

7. Pass a written test.  

8. Register as an AAU Pairing Master.  

LEVEL I PAIRING MASTERS will be appointed by the Head Pairing Master and will be 
retained in that position by their continued interest in and service to wrestling in the District.  

UPGRADES  

Upgrades from level to level must be approved by the National Pairing Chairperson with the 
recommendation of the District Pairing Chairperson. To move to Level 1 Pairer, one must 
work a National Tournament. To retain a Level 1 ranking, one must work a National 
Tournament at least once every three years.  

Further information can be obtained from any member of the executive committee and from: 

AAU National Headquarters 

The Walt Disney World Resort 

P.O. Box 10,000 

Lake Buena Vista, FL 32830-1000 

407-828-2892 

or by contacting: 

Dave Boger 

     International Officials Chair  

        449 W. Queen Street  

         Annville, PA 17003  

          717-867-4270 (H) 

david.boger@verizon.net 

Dave Bennetts 

Folkstyle Officials Chair 

1324 W. Platinum 

Butte, MT  59701 

406-782-0010 (H) 

DBennetts@acadiahealthcare.com 

Karen Wilson 

              Pairing Chair 

      29217 Commonwealth 

        Roseville, MI  48066 

586-775-5244 (H)   

    kwilson424@yahoo.com  

mailto:david.boger@verizon.net
mailto:DMBennetts@acadiahealthcare.com
mailto:kwilson424@yahoo.com
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Officials’ Code of Conduct  

All AAU referees, judges, mat chairs, and pairing masters shall conduct themselves in a 
professional manner at all times. It is essential that each official exhibit good citizenship and high 
moral conduct in their relationships with athletes, parents, coaches, fans, and fellow officials. 
Each must, at all times, maintain the highest degree of personal integrity. NOTE: All references to 
Youth, District, Region(al), and National competitions are AAU sanctioned and sponsored.   
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